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Food Safety & Defense Alerts Product Recall Bulletin
20-Mar-08 (F) Thursday 

 
 

 
 Snapshot  
   

Kowalke Family Sprouts Inc. Recalls Kowalke Family Brand Alfalfa Sprout Products 
Reason: Because they may be contaminated with Salmonella, which can cause serious illness.   

Pack/Codes: All alfalfa, onion/alfalfa mix, cauliflower/alfalfa mix and dinner salad mix products are 
affected by the recall. Alfalfa products are in 4-ounce, 8-ounce, 1-pound and 5-pound 
packages.   The dinner salad is in an 8-ounce package.  The cauliflower/alfalfa combo and 
onion/alfalfa mix are in 4-ounce packages.  The products in question have sell-by dates 
from March 4 through March 26. The codes are located on the front label of the packages. 

Distribution: Kowalke Family Sprouts Inc. products are distributed to retail stores, including stores in 
the Farmer's Markets food chain, Whole Foods and Gelson's Supermarkets. 

Illnesses: No illnesses have been associated with Kowalke Family Sprout Inc. alfalfa sprouts.     
  
  

   

 End of Snapshot – Full Text Follows  
   

   

 

California Department Of Public Health Warns Consumers Not To Eat Kowalke Family 
Brand Alfalfa Sprout Products Due To Voluntary Recall  
 
SACRAMENTO - Dr. Mark Horton, director of the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), today warned 
consumers not to eat Kowalke Family brand alfalfa sprout products because they may be contaminated with 
Salmonella, which can cause serious illness.  The firm is voluntarily recalling these products because the alfalfa sprout 
seeds used to produce them were found to be contaminated with Salmonella. No illnesses have been associated with 
Kowalke Family Sprout Inc. alfalfa sprouts.     
 
Kowalke Family Sprouts Inc. products are distributed to retail stores, including stores in the Farmer's Markets food 
chain, Whole Foods and Gelson's Supermarkets. 
 
All alfalfa, onion/alfalfa mix, cauliflower/alfalfa mix and dinner salad mix products are affected by the recall. Alfalfa 
products are in 4-ounce, 8-ounce, 1-pound and 5-pound packages.   The dinner salad is in an 8-ounce package.  The 
cauliflower/alfalfa combo and onion/alfalfa mix are in 4-ounce packages.  The products in question have sell-by dates 
from March 4 through March 26. The codes are located on the front label of the packages. 
 
CDPH continues to advise consumers about the risk of consuming raw sprouts. 
 
Conditions required for sprout growing are ideal for rapid bacterial growth. Sprouts usually are eaten raw with no 
additional treatment such as cooking which eliminates bacteria that can cause disease. 
 
Salmonella is an organism that can cause serious and sometimes fatal infections in young children, frail or elderly 
people, and others with weakened immune systems.  Healthy persons infected with Salmonella often experience fever, 
diarrhea (which may be bloody), nausea, vomiting and abdominal pain.  Consumers who have eaten this product and 
are experiencing the above symptoms should consult their health care provider. 
 
Consumers who purchased these products should immediately discard them or return them to the point of purchase for 
a refund. Consumers with questions may contact Kowalke Family Sprouts Inc. at (310) 636-1924. 
Further information, including pictures of the products, is available at www.cdph.ca.gov    
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DISCLAIMER:  Subscriber agrees that Foodtrack Inc., nor any of its employees, distributors, affiliates, agents or licensors warrant the accuracy,  
completeness, currentness, merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose of the  information contained herein. In no event will Foodtrack, Inc. or any 
of its employees, distributors, affiliates, agents or licensors be liable for any loss, including consequential, special or similar damages, resulting directly or 
indirectly from subscriber’s use of the services, information or the equipment, or from any decision made or action taken by subscriber or any third party in 
reliance upon information contained herein.  In no event shall the liability of Foodtrack, Inc., its employees, distributors, affiliates, agents and  licensors 
arising out of any claim related to this agreement exceed the aggregate amount paid by subscriber, to Foodtrack, Inc. for services/equipment provided in 
the 12 months immediately preceding the event giving rise to such claim. “Subscriber” shall include samplers receiving complimentary copies of this alert. 

 
 

 


